





o O Chrlst our sure foundatlon we pralse you as the S

5 5 head of your bride, the church umversal for whom
S ‘you suffered and died. We know, but we so often fall
- toremember and celebrate, that there is no bride

e v~.-7"tmore beloved or cherished than yOUr church Forglvex i

o “us for our lack of gratltude and increase our
~ commitment to servmg your body, the church
~ Increase, too, Lord, our fervency in prayer for the
G flfchurch Our own mdrvndual concernsare
~ever-present in our prayers and thoughts, and the

> . “'?";’ﬁ»needs of the church too often take second, third, or i
- last place in our petltlons Bring us to your throne of, e
S grace again and again with bold and earnest prayers

e for your whole church—that great throng of saints

~ whoare called from every nation, from all tribesand
,\peoples and languages. Give us hearts that yearnto
~ seeyour church grow and flourish so that your name*‘

_ '_ might be praised around this world. Until that great
S .-ﬂday when we join in the shouts of hallelujah around

~ your throne in heaven, keep us promoting and lovmg:' '5.":"\1‘

f_ii,'j;f.’f_,f?f?jand serving and praying for your church, the bride
... you have chosen as your means for advancmg your

~Kingdom on earth, the bride that you will present
~ pure, bright, and spotless in heaven. With

thanksgiving for what lles ahead ‘we pray in your

,"_matchless name Amen






Now the body |s not made up of one part but of many l Cor 12 ]4 '_ff

- Now you are the body of Chrlst and each one of you is a part of |t f’ S

2l Cor 12: 27 i

ok _"_[.fHeaVenly Father, we glve you thanks thlS day for the
- myriad and wonderfully different parts that make up
"fthe church body—the gifted teachers and the patlent
| nursery workers, the pot scrubbers and the gardeners
 the leaders and the followers, the musicians and the

.f-,]__'preachers the caretakers and those who fervently pray,?h'f‘:' ’

~ the lmaglnatlve people who create beauty and the
- willing servants who clean up mess. We know we need
i every member and the gifts that each person brings.

L _-.‘.May we never fall to appreuate the blessmgs that you P o

_pour out on your church by enabling mdwnduals to

'contrlbute in so many dlfferent ways Strengthen your .
o ‘--‘v-’f."‘.-a’people so that they may serve with j joy. Supply patlence

: ~and energy, wisdom and compassion. Prevent us from ‘
. prizing certain glfts over others; keep us fully aware

: ‘,;A‘..';_”that we need the head, the heart, the eyes and ears, the f _
~arms and legs—every smgle part. Make us ever mindful f e

that if one part suffers, every part suffers with it, and
. ifone part is honored, we all rejoice. Most of all, help

”,"':,"f‘:i':'fﬁ';»us to serve in whatever capaCIt)’ you enable us to serve, o
- like our Savror Jesus, who washed his dlsc1ples feet and s

did not regard equality v with you as somethlng tobe

o grasped (Phil. 2:6) Whatever you call us to do in the

S i'--';_:_fv-‘church help us to do it humbly and obedlently for your '5.»':'

Lt ?.glory ln ]esus name Amen i E






~ "Alithe believers were one mihea‘rt*an-d mind.” Acts 4:32a

l appeal to you brothers in the name of our Lord ]esus Chrlst
iy “that all of 'You agree with one another so that there may beno.
: ‘,_};»lelSlons among you and that you may be perfectly unlted in mmd

f.'_"and thought “1Cor. 1:10

| "T:VAlmlghty God we acknowledge to our shame that
~ your church has more often been marked by

i ;contentlousness and discord than by agreement

~ unity, and love. We are prone to argue and to want ourf‘,'f s
- ownway. Forglve us when we demand the floor, refuse G st

- tolisten, or grow angry over any issue. Keep us from |

{;J‘._,'fnurSIng grievances and nurturlng pride. When our love BARE
- for our brothers and sisters in Christ is no more than

T f'f'.,,lukewarm reklndle our hearts and remlnd us anew of

-~ the deep, deep love of Jesus, love that not a smgle one

e ~ -of us deserves. lncrease our patience, and make us
j_-people who overflow with compassion and i
~ sympathy. When truth must be defended, may our

~ words be ever-gracious. If we must take a stand, may

= ff_].;_"{we always do so humbly and only after spendlng time

i __in earnest prayer and careful study of your Word. Bless ;

~ uswitha unity that flows from our common bond in

s ?Chrlst and knit us together wnth strands that cannot

| be broken In the name of our Savior, ]esus ‘who w1th ST
~ you and the Holy Spirit, knows the eternal dellght of
e '.:'..'»._;-_j_,,,1.perfect unlty and love Amen SE R S







So the Twelve gathered all the dlsclples together and

f _sald ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the
e mlmstry of the word of God Acts 6 2

lt was he who gave some to be apostles some to be L
'prophets some to be evangellsts and some to be

G pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works Ha

of serv1ce so that the body of Chrlst may be bullt up

»‘_-"'f._,";»Gracmus Father we llft uP to )’ou today the

~ preaching and teaching of your Word. In the
-~ relative safety of our part of the world we know
~ that we too often take it for granted and we ask
e ',f'fyou to forglve us for not prizing the great |

;blessmg it is to be taught week after week by § f.' . -
~ those whom you have gifted and equipped to el

--‘ﬂ.open y our WOl'd lee those who preach and

| prepare dlllgently and prayerfully Empower

e 'v':’”fff,-_._:them with your Spirit and fill them with your s 1 oy

~ wisdom so that they may preach and teach
;_'i_,j;_?_,boldly and falthfully As we hear the Word e
. preached and taught glve us an eagerness to o

e _.::_.,{}1;v:;glearn and an ever- increasing love for the ‘

',*A.’:i:?;"_'?treasure that it offers. Convnct us, change us |
~and embed your Word deep into our hearts so”_, SEie Sk

- that we may live and serve in glad accordancej SRl
e withe your. Word. In the name of our Savior "
'- ';ﬂ:"';if}.]esus who is the Word of Llfe and the nght of
!i*f-:'f’f»,ff;"7‘-»,_f*?the World Amen Gl e






Each one should use whatever glft he has recelved to serve

S i others faithfully admmlstermg God's grace in ltS varlous formS Sl

1Pet. 410

i Share w1th God s people who are m need Practlce hospltahty

e . } ";*»}Rom = ]3

Lord ]esus you made yourself nothlng and tOOk On ‘

* the very nature of a servant when you came to earth : it
~ (Phil. 2:7), and yet we, your followers, spend so much

- :f»of our time trylng to increase our comforts ‘We are

. often hoping to be served in ways that will meet our ":v:
~ felt needs and generally expand our enjoyment of life, ...

e }fmstead of delighting in finding ways to serve others
~ Weknow that everything we have comes from you,
sl ‘and yet we regularly cling to our possessions, gifts,
~ and abilities instead of being eager to offer them to

“ »f*':;f"','f-you and your church. O Lord, forgive us fornot ,'
~ serving the way that ]esus served. Transform usinto =~
administrators of your abundant grace Shape us lntO[’_;“ A

s ':f»‘rf::?a people who are merciful, kind, and giving. As your
- children, Father we ask that you make clear to us
il ~v7i_,;__:the ways in which you would have us serve others.

~ Mayyour church be known as a haven for those who-,_ e

. arestruggling and a place of refuge and rescue for
_"--Vf’_gfthose in despair. Give us wisdom and discernmentso =~
~ that we can best meet the needs of our brothers and

sisters in Christ. Show us how we can serve friends

S ‘and strangers and spur us on to practice hospltallty,il

.j”fﬁMake all of us in your church into servants like our

,.f"-f_Savmr ]esus in whose name we pray Amen kiR






Remember those in prlson as |f you were thelr fellow prlsoners

4 ', : and those who are mlstreated as if you yourselves were:. i ¢ A e

i lsufferlng Hebrews 13:3

i When we are cursed we bless when we are persecuted we

e "f.f:endure it; when we are slandered we answer klndly lCorlnthlans .

4zh 32

', ":’Lovmg and mercnful Father we pray for allin your church
~ who face persecutlon For those who are lmprlsoned we

. pray" that they: would know more deeply and fully the

= 'freedom they have in Christ. For those whose srtuatlons ‘

" seem hopeless, we pray that they would know the hope

‘to which you have called every believer, the riches of )'our .,

- glorlous inheritance in the saints and your lncomparably

i ~ great power for all who believe. (Eph. 1:18-19) For those who

:,.jhave been forbidden to speak the name of Christ, we pray
~ that you would enable them to speak boldly and

e ‘powerfully, the way that you enabled Stephen to speak
e ;before the mob in ]erusalem We trust that you will supply

-'f,?__;‘the right words to every believer who is arrested on your
- account, that they will be given exactly what ‘they should
~ say at the very hour they are brought before rulers and

’ff.i._i"'-f;"v,-_ﬂr{‘_‘ofﬁmals (Matt. 10:19) Fill the hearts of the persecuted w1th’,',lf‘,

Tt love for those who revile them. We ask humbly for

: _i""__,_;'-"71_7:“_‘:-'_;protectlon and peace, but we also hold fast to the promise
 that those who are persecuted for rlghteousness sake w1ll ¥t

2 Have: a great reward in heaven. (Matt. 5:11-12) May.:

: persecution always have the result of brlnglng more

pen _people | into your Klngdom We ask all thls in the name of : _-._-_:

) our falthful Savror ]esus Amen



