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Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it

and was glad.” So the Jews said to him, You are not yet fifty years old,
and you have seen Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, | sqy to
you, before Abraham was, | am.” (John 8:56-58)

Praise to you our Creator and our eternal God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Hearing
Jesus respond to the Pharisees with that stunning phrase, “Before Abraham was,
I AM,” delivers to our hearts certainty, assurance, and hope. We rejoice in the
stunning truth that you, Jesus, are the self-existent, unchangeable, and eternal God.
We remember that when Moses received instructions for his approach to Pharaoh,
you commanded him to say, “I AM has sent me to you.” And now, Jesus sends us
into the world with his great commission, saying, “I am sending you and will be
with you always.” Anchor us in the truth of your deity that as Holy God and Eternal
Creator you are not served by human hands as if you needed anything because you
give breath to all humanity and all living things. You do not need us, but we need
you because unlike you we are dependent and marked by finitude, fragility, and
brokenness. Grant us worship full of awe and wonder that the eternal, unchanging,
self-sustaining God has come to us in flesh in the person of Jesus Christ so that we
might know, love, and draw near to the Holy One. We praise you and ask that you
would enable us to live all our days in praise, submission, and service to you, the
great | AM. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will
never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty..l am
the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this
bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which | will give for the
life of the world.” (John 6:35, 5]1)

Living bread of life, we praise you that you came down from heaven to feed hungry
sinners like us. The people guided by Moses in the wilderness ate the manna from
heaven, and yet they died. But not so with the people of God, guided by the better
Moses who is the Living Bread. We feast on you and live and we are glad! We praise
you for giving us life, nourishment, and growth in you alone. Sadly, we are far too
often like the complainers in the desert crying out, “Give us something else to eat!”
We chase ruinous fare in the hunger and desires of the flesh and the temptation of
the devil. We recognize that when we feast from those sources, we are left hungry
and empty. Forgive us, we pray, on the basis of the body and blood of Jesus given
for us. Change our hearts so that we repeat the cry of the psalmist: “Satisfy us in the
morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.”
Transform our appetites so that we hunger and thirst for righteousness in the hope
of full satisfaction in and through Christ. We cry out to you, “Guide me, O my great
Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land; | am weak, but you are mighty; hold
me with your powerful hand. Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till | want
no more.” And as we journey now by faith, increase our hope that one day we wiill
stand with robes washed white by your sacrifice in the glorious reality of Revelation
7: “Never again will they hunger, never again will they thirst.” Until that day, Bread of
Life, feed our faith day by day. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.




vho powerfully spoke, “Let light shine out of darkness,” we praise you
that you have made your light shine in our hearts to give us the knowledge of God
in the face of Christ. For we know that without the Light of the World, Jesus Christ,
and the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit, we would still be blinded by the god of
this age, unable to see the light of the Gospel. We praise you that your glory shines
upon us and we see. We confess that we still battle living in the darkness rather
than in the light. In the name of Jesus, forgive us for our foolish retreat, hiding
and slumbering in the dark. When we are left in the dark trembling in fear, shine
the light with David’s words, “The LORD is my light and my salvation - whom shall
| fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life - of whom shall | be afraid?” When
we are stumbling and falling in the darkness of self, bring forth your Word that is
adiant and revealing so that deadly doing is exposed and your life-giving grace is
exalted. When we are heading the wrong way because we have chosen to journey
self-reliantly in the dark, send your light and your truth through your Word and let
it guide us. Convince us of our need for your Word that is a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path, and enable us to see that you have called your church the Light
of the World. Thank you for using us to shine light into the darkness of this world
with our good deeds to the praise of the Father in heaven. Empower us to shine into
darkness on the mountain, in the city, and around the world. Until that day when
the city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, as the glory of God gives
it light and the Lamb is its lamp, we pray in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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“Therefore Jesus said again, ‘I tell you the truth, | am the gate for the sheep. |
am the gate, whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and
go out, and find pasture.” (John 10:7-9)

No longer alone, harassed, or helpless, we, as sheep of your pasture, praise you for being
our safe and sure Gate. Your Word tells us that “the. ﬁTght is nearly over, the day is almost
here.” In the night and darkness of this world, we are like sheep who must be brought to
the. security of the fold. We thank you for your kindness and mercy to guard us and watch
over us. You stand at the gate and ultimately subdue all our foes and enemies. Thank you
for calling us into your fold that we might have refuge and provision in the dark. We are
vulnerable without your shepherding care and we recognize that, but for your call in our
lives, we would never have come through the only entrance to salvation, Jesus Christ. We
praise you that “through Jesus we have access to the Father and the Spirit.” As we live in
this difficult and dangerous world, help us to grow in compassion when we see vulnerable
sheép who have never entered through the gate. Forgive us as we look to other places for
safety and security. Assure us by your Spirit that our hearts are restless and endangereqd
until we find our rest in you alone. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.
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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who be//e»%es in
me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will
never die.” (John 11:25-26)

Jesus, Risen Savior, we praise you that you are alive and that death has been swallowed
up in victory. With the Apostle Paul, we exclaim with jubilation and wonder, “Where, O
death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? Thanks be to God who gives us victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” We humbly ask that you would increase our faith in you
as the Second Adam, knowing that “just as death came through a human being, the
resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being. For as all die in Adam,
so all will be made alive in Christ.” Living Lord, your resurrection is the first fruits and
guarantee of the physical resurrection from the dead for all those who are in you. As we
wait for that glad day of renewal, may we earnestly labor to bring resurrection realities of
life and joy to all the relationships and places in our world where death and sorrow seem
to reign. Everywhere that we encounter decay, rot, and ruin brought on by sin’s dominion,
may we, as your people, bring resurrection hope that our God is able to do more than we
can ask or imagine. When we taste the death of our beloved friends and family who die in
you, strengthen us to grieve with hope. And help us to embrace the pattern of your way
- that crucifixion precedes resurrection. Empower us to die to ourselves for Jesus’ sake so
that life may be at work in others. Come, Lord Jesus, by your Spirit and use us to spread
the life-giving power and work of your Son. We pray this in the name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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‘I am.the true vine, and my Father is the gardener..”l am the vine; you are the
branches. If a man remains in me and | in him, he will bear much fruit;, apart
from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:1, 5)

Jesus, you are our life-sustaining and fruit-producing vine. Without your vigor and power,
we are nothing. We affirm your statement as the vine that “apart from you, we can do
nothing.” We confess that we are discontent in being the branches. We prefer to be the
source of our fruitfulness. Sadly, we too often believe in our sinful hearts and minds that
we grow on our own. Forgive us for our foolish independence. We humbly recognize. in
repentance and faith that if we do not abide in you, we cannot bear fruit that would make
our Father, the Gardener, glad. And so, we beg that you would see to it that we abide and
abide and abide. Convict us that the only way to become bountiful branches is to remain
connected to the vibrancy of the vine through Word and Spirit..Help us also to understand
that you are purposeful and kind when you prune us. Though painful, we trust that it is
to make us more fruitful to your glory. When we struggle to understand the way to abide,
show us, as you did in the Upper Room with your disciples, that abiding means keeping
your commandments. By your mercy and kindness, grant us faithfulness that we might
enjoy fruitfulness for your honor. For we know that you speak true when you say, “By this
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” Grant us
an abiding faith that your joy may be in us and that our joy may be full. In the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.



