
May 3, 2020  |  Fellowship Hall Service



  Prelude

 Welcome and announcements  Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor

* Call to worship taken from Psalm 89

Leader:  I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will 
make your faithfulness known through all generations.

All:  I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you 
established your faithfulness in heaven itself.

Leader:  The heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, your faithfulness too, 
in the assembly of the holy ones. For who in the skies above can 
compare with the Lord? Who is like the Lord among the heavenly 
beings?

All: O Lord God Almighty, who is like you? You are mighty, O Lord, 
and your faithfulness surrounds you.

 * Hymn of praise “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”

Order of Worship

stanzas 1-3, Edward Perronet, 1779; st. 4, John Rippon, 1787; music by Oliver Holden, 1793



* Prayer of adoration

 Call to confession  James 1:23-26

Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man 
who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into 
the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting 
what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. If anyone 
considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he 
deceives himself and his religion is worthless.

 Silent prayers of confession 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  taken from Ephesians 1:3-8

Leader:  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to 
be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be 
adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has 
freely given us in the One he loves. 

All:  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished 
on us with all wisdom and understanding. 

* Hymn of assurance “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
 (continue scrolling for words and music)



 Prayer of intercession for those in positions of leadership

Leader:  Lord, your word says we are not to put our trust in mortal men 
who cannot save, but to trust in you. You are the Maker of heaven 
and earth, yet you graciously use human beings to accomplish your 
purposes. This morning we pray for those in positions of leadership 
in our country and around the world. Give them wisdom and 
understanding, that they might make decisions out of knowledge 
and true fear of you rather than a desire for the approval of others. 

All:  Guide national leaders to act out of justice and mercy, that the 
economic, diplomatic, ecological, and political tasks of government 
may be ones that honor you. 

Leader:  Give local politicians discernment and insight as they navigate the 
hardships and crises in their communities. Empower them to work 
for the good of all people, and align their efforts with your sovereign 
will.

text by Charles Wesley, 1739; music by Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829

“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”



All: Grant business owners and leaders of organizations wisdom as 
they make decisions concerning employees, meetings, travel, and 
community interaction. Let them be quick to listen to wisdom, and 
give them the ability to lead their communities faithfully.

Leader:  Allow family leaders to encourage, support, and guide their families 
through the coming months. Grant them peace when they are 
frustrated, humility when they are headstrong, courage when they 
are afraid, and strength when they are exhausted. 

All: We praise you, Lord, true King of all creation, and pray with the 
psalmist: “May all the kings of the earth praise you, O Lord, when 
they hear the words of your mouth. May they sing of the ways of 
the Lord, for the glory of the Lord is great.” Amen.

 adapted from Shaping the Prayers of the People and Psalm 138:4-5

 Hymn of preparation “Speak, O Lord”

text and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend ©2005 Thankyou Music, ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036



* Scripture reading from Acts 11:1-18 

1The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also 
had received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him 3and said, “You went into the house of 
uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

4Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it had happened: 
5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw 
something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, 
and it came down to where I was. 6I looked into it and saw four-footed 
animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7Then I heard 
a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 8I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! 
Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9The voice spoke 
from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made 
clean.’ 10This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven 
again. 11Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped 
at the house where I was staying. 12The Spirit told me to have no hesitation 
about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered 
the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house 
and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14He will bring you 
a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’ 15As I 
began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the 
beginning. 16Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 

17“So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?” 18When they heard 
this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, God 
has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 

text by Robert Robinson, 1758; music by Asahel Nettleton, 1825



 Sermon  “The Undeniable and Unstoppable Grace of God”
  Brian Salter, lead pastor

1. God’s grace for the religious outsider can be quickly and easily opposed by the religious  
 insider. (vv. 1-3)

2. God’s grace for the religious outsider must be often repeated to the religious insider.   
 (vv. 4-16)

3. God’s grace is unstoppable and true, so don’t stand in the way. (vv. 16-18)  

 Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

text by Robert Robinson, 1758; music by Asahel Nettleton, 1825



* Benediction

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Postlude

* Congregation standing as you are able

Musicians for this week:

Joel Christie – vocalist
David Henry – guitar, vocalist
Ellie Henry – vocalist

Maddie Lee – piano
Hannah Lutz – viola


