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 Prelude “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”
 J. S. Bach

 Welcome and announcements Joe Novenson, pastor of senior adults

* Call to worship based on Revelation 4 and 5

Leader:  You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power. 

All:  For you created all things, and by your will they were created and 
have their being.

Leader:  You are worthy Lord Jesus for you have purchased men for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have 
made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they 
will reign on the earth.

All:  Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise! 

Order of Worship



* Hymn of praise “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

text by Matthew Bridges, 1851; music by George J. Elvey, 1868; diademata



* Prayer of adoration 

 Call to confession based on Romans 3:20-24

No one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, 
through the law we become conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from 
God, apart from law, has been made known. This righteousness from God 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. For all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

 Hymn of confession “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”

 Silent prayers of confession 

text by Joseph Hart, 1759; music by B. F. White, 1844; beechspring



 Choral prayer “The Lord’s Prayer”

Our Father, Lord of heav’n and earth, let praise and honor clothe your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done; throughout the world complete your reign. 
Teach us, O Lord, to trust in you for bread and breath each day anew.

Forgive us, Lord, our sins and debts as we to debtors show your grace. 
Remove us from all tempting paths and guard us from the devil’s ways;
for glory, strength, and heaven’s throne belong to you, and you alone. 
text adapted from The Lord’s Prayer by Henry J. de Jong, 1982; music by John B. Dykes, 1861

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace taken from Colossians 2 and Acts 4

Leader:  We have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every 
power and authority. When we were dead in our sins and in the 
uncircumcision of our sinful nature, God made us alive with Christ. 
He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with 
its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he 
took it away, nailing it to the cross.

All: Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to men by which we must be saved. 

* Hymn of assurance “Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!”
  (continue scrolling for words and music)



“Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!”

text by J. Wilbur Chapman, 1910; music by Rowland Hugh Pritchard, 1855; hyfrydol



 Prayer of intercession for unity in the church

Leader:  Lord God, your Word urges us time and time again to be unified in 
the Spirit. We ask that by your power you would bring resolution 
to the conflicts among us that are a barrier to the spread of the 
gospel. In your churches around the world, bring unity where there 
is division, peace where there is enmity, humility where there is 
presumption, and healing where there is pain.

All:  Give your people wisdom to know when to speak the truth in 
love and when to be silent and listen. Likewise, give us wisdom to 
address relational struggles in our lives, and bring restoration and 
comfort to the severed relationships around us. 

Leader:  Remind us that in you there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or 
uncircumcised, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. We ask 
that, as your chosen people, holy and dearly loved, we would 
be clothed with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. 

All: Teach us to bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 
we may have against one another. And, over all these virtues, 
clothe us in love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, since as members of one 
body we are called to peace, and let the word of Christ dwell in us 
richly. Amen.

 based on Ephesians 4 and Colossians 3

* Scripture reading from Acts 12:19b-25 

19bThen Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there a while. 20He 
had been quarreling with the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now joined 
together and sought an audience with him. Having secured the support of 
Blastus, a trusted personal servant of the king, they asked for peace, because 
they depended on the king’s country for their food supply. 21On the appointed 
day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public 
address to the people. 22They shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a 
man.” 23Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of 
the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 

24But the word of God continued to increase and spread. 25When Barnabas and 
Saul had finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalem, taking with 
them John, also called Mark.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.text by J. Wilbur Chapman, 1910; music by Rowland Hugh Pritchard, 1855; hyfrydol



 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon  “The World Opposes God in Vain”
 Chad Middlebrooks, pastor of discipleship

1. God punishes the proud who refuse to repent. (vv. 19b-23)

2. God propels his saving Word through his servants. (vv. 24-25)

 “The chapter opens with James dead, Peter in prison, Herod triumphing; it closes with Herod  
 dead, Peter free, and the word of God triumphing. The world opposes God in vain.” John Stott

 Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response “O God beyond All Praising”

text by Michael Perry, 1982; music from The Planets Gustav Holst; thaxted



* Benediction

* Congregational response “Threefold Amen”

* Postlude “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
 arr. M. Sheryl Kelsey

* Congregation standing as you are able 

Musicians:

William Darby – vocalist
Joy Gibbons – vocalist
David Henry – vocalist

Joshua Knight – piano
Hannah Lutz – viola
Mark Perry– vocalist
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