
February 28, 2021  |  Fellowship Hall Service



	 Welcome and announcements	 	 Joseph Wingfield, ruling elder

* Call to worship	 taken from Psalm 33

Leader: 	 Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to 
praise him.

All: 	 For the word of the Lord is right and true; he is faithful in all he 
does. The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of 
his unfailing love.

Leader: 	 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by 
the breath of his mouth. He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he 
puts the deep into storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all 
the people of the world revere him.

All: 	 We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. In 
him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. May your 
unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our hope in 
you.

Order of Worship

text based on Psalm 104, music by Wendell Kimbrough ©2014 Wendell Kimbrough, ARP, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036



 * Hymn of praise	 “Rejoice in All Your Works”

* Prayer of adoration

	 Affirmation of faith	 	 The Heidelberg Catechism, question one

Leader: 	 What is your only comfort in life and in death?

All: 	 That I am not my own, but belong body and soul, in life and in 
death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for 
all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the 
tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that 
not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in 
heaven: in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 
Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of 
eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from 
now on to live for him.

text based on Psalm 104, music by Wendell Kimbrough ©2014 Wendell Kimbrough, ARP, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036



	 Call to confession	 	 based on Matthew 22:35-40

An expert in the law tested Jesus with this question: “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

	 Hymn of confession	 “Come, Ye Sinners”

	 Silent prayers of confession	

	 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace		  taken from Titus 3:4-7

When the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved 
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal 
life.

text by Edward Mote, 1834; music by William B. Bradbury, 1863

text by Joseph Hart, 1759; music by B. F. White, 1844



* Hymn of assurance	 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

text by Edward Mote, 1834; music by William B. Bradbury, 1863



text by William Williams, 1745; music by Jeremy Casella, 2002

	 Hymn of preparation	 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

* Scripture reading from Acts 27:1-26	 Karen Welborn

1When it was decided that we would sail for Italy, Paul and some other 
prisoners were handed over to a centurion named Julius, who belonged 
to the Imperial Regiment. 2We boarded a ship from Adramyttium about 
to sail for ports along the coast of the province of Asia, and we put out to 
sea. Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica, was with us. 3The next 
day we landed at Sidon; and Julius, in kindness to Paul, allowed him to 
go to his friends so they might provide for his needs. 4From there we put 
out to sea again and passed to the lee of Cyprus because the winds were 
against us. 5When we had sailed across the open sea off the coast of Cilicia 
and Pamphylia, we landed at Myra in Lycia. 6There the centurion found 
an Alexandrian ship sailing for Italy and put us on board. 7We made slow 
headway for many days and had difficulty arriving off Cnidus. When the 
wind did not allow us to hold our course, we sailed to the lee of Crete, 
opposite Salmone. 8We moved along the coast with difficulty and came to a 
place called Fair Havens, near the town of Lasea. 



9Much time had been lost, and sailing had already become dangerous because 
by now it was after the Fast. So Paul warned them, 10“Men, I can see that our 
voyage is going to be disastrous and bring great loss to ship and cargo, and 
to our own lives also.” 11But the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul 
said, followed the advice of the pilot and of the owner of the ship. 12Since the 
harbor was unsuitable to winter in, the majority decided that we should sail 
on, hoping to reach Phoenix and winter there. This was a harbor in Crete, 
facing both southwest and northwest. 13When a gentle south wind began to 
blow, they thought they had obtained what they wanted; so they weighed 
anchor and sailed along the shore of Crete. 14Before very long, a wind of 
hurricane force, called the “northeaster,” swept down from the island. 15The 
ship was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; so we gave 
way to it and were driven along. 16As we passed to the lee of a small island 
called Cauda, we were hardly able to make the lifeboat secure. 17When the 
men had hoisted it aboard, they passed ropes under the ship itself to hold 
it together. Fearing that they would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, 
they lowered the sea anchor and let the ship be driven along. 18We took such 
a violent battering from the storm that the next day they began to throw the 
cargo overboard. 19On the third day, they threw the ship’s tackle overboard 
with their own hands. 20When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days 
and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved. 

21After the men had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them 
and said: “Men, you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then 
you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss. 22But now I urge you 
to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will 
be destroyed. 23Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve 
stood beside me 24and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before 
Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’ 
25So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just 
as he told me. 26Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 



	 Sermon 	 “God’s Grace in the Storms We Face”
	 	 Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor

1.	 Providential difficulties mixed with surprising kindness (vv. 1-8)

2.	 Sound warnings ignored with disastrous results (vv. 9-20)

3.	 Unshakable foundations for courage in storms (vv. 21-26)

•	 We belong to God.

•	 We’re called to his service.

•	 We’re given his revealed truth.

•	 We’re granted faith in God.

BIG IDEA:	 Because of God’s grace, we can have courage and be encouragers in the midst of 
any storm.

	 Pastoral prayer

Rippon’s Selection of Hymns, 1787; traditional American melody



Rippon’s Selection of Hymns, 1787; traditional American melody

* Hymn of response 	 “How Firm a Foundation”



The rosebud in the fellowship hall today is for the birth of Gray Patterson Currin, born to 
Kellie and Hank Currin on February 19.

* Benediction

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Postlude

* Congregation standing as you are able

IN MEMORIAM
Delores Jane Peterson Williamson
April 13, 1927 – February 24, 2021

Musicians for this week:

Ismael Bartolome – violin
Charley Crichton – bass
Calvin Garriott – piano
David Henry – guitar, vocalist

Hannah Lutz – viola
Jennifer Mixon – vocalist
Melanie Ray – vocalist



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEMBERS AND REGULAR ATTENDERS OF LMPC ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE 

SECOND OF TWO ONLINE SEMINARS designed to build awareness around sexual 
abuse and help us become better equipped to create a safe community for all at LMPC. 
The second seminar will take place today at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom. The seminars have 
been organized by LMPC as part of our response to the recent GRACE report and 
recommendations. If you did not receive an email with a Zoom link, please email 
diane@lmpc.org. You can find more information at lmpc.org/investigation.

JOIN US FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT TAKEOUT this Wednesday, March 3. Registration is 
now open via Realm. The cost is $5 per meal and pick-up will be from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
under the porte-cochere. You may pay by cash, check, or Venmo (@LktMtnPC) when 
you pick up your meal. If you have problems registering, please contact the church 
office.

ALL WOMEN OF LMPC ARE INVITED TO ATTEND our next Semester in the Psalms Large 
Group meeting this Thursday, March 4. Registration is now open via Realm. You can 
register and find the full semester’s schedule for both large and small group meetings at 
lmpc.org/women.

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news


